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150                THE DYEING INDUSTRY
be remembered tkat our heavy chemical industry is of
great importance, and that we also produce large quantities
of line chemicals of prime importance. This, as regards
al.kaio.ids, Germany was our principal customer before the
war. Then, more morphia is produced in^ this country
than we require for our needs., and caffeine is made to an.
enormous extent. Chloroform is produced in large quan-
tities and exported to all parts of the world. As regards
synthetic drugs, it is true Germany has produced some
articles of value, but at one time hardly a month passed
without some new drug with a scientific name being in-
troduced to English medicine. The new products differed
only slightly from those previously used, and few were of
value; they only served to cause annoyance to medical
men. Moreover, the few of these drugs that are of value
can be made in tMs country without mud difficulty. It
has also been pointed out that some drugs "which were
discovered in this country have been given high-sounding
names by tie Germans, and by this means the trade in
these articles has been diverted to themselves.
It is recognised that, except as regards synthetic dye-
stufis, synthetic drugs, and fine chemicals, the English
chemical industry has held its own ; but it is also manifest
that the Germans are now turning their attention to the
capture of the heavy chemical trade, for their exports of
sulphuric acid, cyanides, etc.,, are increasing,
There is no doubt, however, that the G-erman aniline
colour industry, as explained in the previous chapter, las
been a great industrial asset to Germany, "because it las
become the mother of many new industries, suet as
synthetic pharmaceutical products, anhydrosulpturic acid,
and liquid cHoxine; because tie industry has been a great
object-lesson to the Germans in showing the advantage
derived from the application of science to industry; be-
cause it has reacted in producing a more general apprecia-
tion of technical education ; and because it has been an
important factor in inducing the Government and local
authorities to render assistance in fostering various
industries. Co-operation among factories in Germany
enables different syndicates to obtain facilities from their
Government which we cannot obtain here, and this lack